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Project Overview 

• Project Title: Dave 

• Written by: Andrew Anderson  

• Main Genre: Not specified 

• Sub-genre: Not specified 

• Format: Short film  

• Setting(s): House party 

• Period: Present day and the past (approx 5 years earlier) 

• Commissions: N/A 

• Budget: N/A 

• Page Length: 31 

• Logline (30 words max): Longline to be revised. See notes in email/ 

• Synopsis or blurb: Synopsis is currently being revised. See notes in email. 

• Treatment provided: N/A 

• Visual Treatment provided: N/A 
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Star Rating Out Of 5 
Excellent [5] Very Good [4] Needs work [3] Fair [2] Poor [1] 



Element Rating Notes

Writing style 4 Great pace, progressively intriguing and captivating. 
Also works very well with the short film format.

Theme 4 Themes of love and loss are explored well.

Structure 4 The techniques used to imply going back and forth in 
time are well executed, but cues could be clearer.

Setting 4 Build on  your choice of a house party setting (great 
move for a short film by the way), with a little more 
description of the location and the atmosphere. 

Character 3 Convincing male characters, but the female characters 
need work.

Dialogue 3 Again, the male characters, especially Josh, convey 
their personalities well through dialogue —playful, 
honest and natural with each other. Their dynamic is 
clear and engaging. However, the female characters, 
particularly Soyara, are a little less convincing. See 
notes below for more details.

Subtext 2 The over-exposition in places, compromises the 
opportunity for subtext. See additional notes.

Dramaturgy and Research 2 Because you are playing around with different time 
periods, more can be done to allude to the zeitgeist the 
characters are living in during each scene. Add more 
detail by building on the mies-en-scene—the music 
being played, a little note on current affairs, etc.
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Script Coverage Notes 
 

Page 1: 

DAVE and SOPHIE, two young buds, sit together on a sofa 
as the party swings around them. Dave is dressed simply 
in a hoodie and jeans; he wears his emotions on his 
sleeve and holds nothing back.[This feels like it’s in 
the wrong place; either stick to focusing on their 
appearance at this point, and then describe his 
behaviour in a separate paragraph, or let the dialogue 
and subtext allude to Dave ‘wearing his heart on his 
sleeve]. Sophie’s dress is a bit more try-hard – an 
affected bohemian look that took a lot of time to seem 
casually put together. She is more reserved and 
guarded, but is clearly beguiled by Dave. They talk 
animatedly, fully engaged in each other. We push in as 
Dave edges himself forward, closing the gap between him 
and her. 

Page 2: 

DAVE 
    (making a big show of agreement) 
[Perhaps change to ‘animated’ or ‘sarcastic’] 

Yeah, right. 

Page 3: 
JOSH 

    (dick joke)[Not necessary] 
  They make what as hard as possible? 

Page 4: 
JOSH 

    (so?)[Typo?] 
Yeah?

Page 4: 
Everybody’s attention is immediately drawn to Josh, 
with Dave bringing up the rear. Simone narrows her eyes 
in annoyance – she doesn’t like Josh or Dave. Ashley is 
also more guarded with the two of them. Soraya, very 
used to the attention, inwardly braces herself — here 
we go [Cut, as your prose had already made this clear]. 
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Page 6: 
SOPHIE enters. As before, [she is bohemian in dress but 
this time it feels lived in and natural: Not sure 
what’s being implied here or whether it’s necessary to 
note this]. She has the zen look of a woman who knows 
herself well, but the haunted eyes that show it took a 
lot to get there.

Page 6: 
Dave 2 

We’re in a different timeline.[Specify the timeline. 
E.G. Five years earlier]

Page 8: 
SORAYA 

    (polite)[Either cut, or be more 
specific by using actions]. 

	 	 Thank you. 

Page 9: 
DAVE 

  You look[Good opportunity for a beat or 
ellipsis] older. 

Page 11: 
END OF FLASHBACK 

[Add a new scene heading here. Perhaps a note that we 
are back to present day]. 

 JOSH 
  Oh, that bitch. Yeah, so what? 

 Page 14: 
ASHLEY 

  Don’t be sad! [Not sure Ashley would use 
these words specifically. Perhaps she would reassure 

Dave with a side nod and pat on the shoulder, or make a 
quib to cheer him up, but telling him how to feel or 

not feel, seems out of character] 
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Page 14: 
ASHLEY 

    (beat) 
  I think she’s an idiot. [Again, this is too 
obvious. Perhaps she’d say something indirect, but 
equally cutting. E.G. ‘Who wears denim on denim? 
Seriously, you’re best rid of her!’] 

Page 14: 
Dave 3 

We go back to the beginning once more.[Note the time 
period. Present Day, etc.] 

Page 18: 
JOSH 

    (doesn’t care)[Change to ‘ignoring 
Simone’ as it will allow for subtext to indicate that 

Josh really doesn’t care] 
Yeah? You could knock a guy out with a dress 

like that. 

Page 19: 
SORAYA 

    (matter-of-fact) 
It’s the nervous system. It’s a 

multidisciplinary branch of biology. Combines 
physiology, anatomy, molecular biology, 

developmental biology, cytology, mathematical 
modelling and psychology. Looking into the 

fundamental and emergent properties of 
neurons and neural circuits. [Is Soraya meant 
to be smug? The matter-of-fact tone suggests 
this, but her character has not been fleshed 
out enough to deduce whether this is t he 

intention.]

Page 22: 
DAVE 

I feel like I’m in a parallel universe where 
you never left. [At this point, it would help 
if Dave had an alibi or a justification for 

his vulnerability. Perhaps he’s tipsy, and if 
so, this needs to be made clear by his tone 

and body language]
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Page 25: 
SOPHIE 

    (pushing past)  
  No. [Will raise the steaks if her silence and 
body language alludes to her not being okay.] 

Page 26: 
Josh is sexy dancing [Change to ‘dancing seductively’ 
or ‘dancing flirtatiously’. Be mindful of the music 
being played. Is the dancing ironic or with genuine 
sexual intention?] with Ashley, who is going along with 
it. Chad, looking very drunk, downs yet more booze. 
Simone plays beer pong with two party guests (and is 
winning). Dave half-heartedly dances with Soraya, 
looking over to Sophie who is eating nibbles on her 
own. 

Page 29: 
  SOPHIE 

  Hey, it’s beautiful. [Replace with body 
language to avoid cliche and to raise the steaks with 
subtext.]

Page 31: 
END [Replace with ‘FADE OUT’]

Additional Recommendations: 

RE characters names: For the purpose of consistency, 
make sure you write them in upper case throughout the 
entire script.
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