
Editing and Polishing: Making Good Literature Great 

Section 1: Get Started 
	  
Lecture 1: Intro 
Hello! My name is Nadia, and I’ll be working with you today. On this nano course, we’ll 
explore the value of editing and polishing literature through the mediums of reading 
resources, useful links, quizzes and creative writing exercises. I’ve used this course 
structure in other workshops and writing programmes, and often find that writers are 
surprised by the short sharp shocks of realisation regarding the need to not be so 
precious with first drafts. Some are taken aback by the constructive criticism that 
comes from within when they realise just how much of their written work may need to 
be kicked to the curb, and others face the harsh reality of that often, less is more. 

This stage of your literature development might seem tedious, especially if you feel 
you’ve worked your idea to death and are ready to move on, so consider this nano 
course a pain-relief—here to guide you through the editing and polishing of your work. 
And at the end, in addition to receiving your certificate of completion, you’ll also be 
sign-posted to other useful widgets, such as links to other Scribble Online nanos, the 
Scribble Online course guidebook and information regarding how you can have your 
work AQA or Arts Award accredited, which is super useful if you’re hoping to add 
national qualifications, or even UCAS points to your belt. And you’ll also be given 
information regarding other programmes and services, including workshops, one-to-
one consultations and webinars. 

CUT FOR SLIDE BREAK: Why edit and polish? 
Writing is not writing, but re-writing and re-writing and re-writing some more. These 
wise words were gifted to me by a BBC editor when I was on the set of Eastenders, 
planning a script for their online spin-off E20. As daunting as the idea was for a young 
20 something trying to balance actually making a first draft, while trying to fit in such a 
competitive world while not falling into the trap of a nervous breakdown, it has always 
been a principle that’s stuck with to me as a writer and one I drill into all my students. 
Having experience as a journalist I guess has also worked for me. I was trained to just 
get the story pinned down and delivered as quick as I could, and the best way to do 
that was by keeping things simple and straight to the point. Now some of you may be 
thinking ‘well, I’m not a journalist. I’m writing a novel or a blog series or a web series 
and the story relies on embellishment and detailed description and a flowery use of 
words.’ Well if that’s the case, I say to, this course is exactly what you need. Editing 
and polishing doesn’t mean bland and blunt. It means refining your work so that you 
communicate your message well to your audience. The ability to edit and the ability to 
be creative with words is not part of an ‘either/or’ conversation.  
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So if you’ve got a full draft of literature at the ready, whether it be a script, an article, a 
novel or a full extract, a song, a poem, a treatment, an essay or ‘literature-other,’ the 
following is right up your street. 

Lecture 2: How it Works  
We’ll kick-start with the ‘Get Thinking’ section; You’ll notice I’ve left an e-book in the 
resources column. Have a read through that, click the links, watch the videos, make 
notes, etc. It’s all there to help you with the up-coming quizzes and exercises. I’ve 
added a reflexive practice exercise that is primarily designed to get you thinking about 
the current stage you’re in with your story development and what needs to be done to 
help improve this diamond in the rough. If you’ve tapped into the other nanos, you’ll 
have already established why you’re passionate about writing, you would have 
established your project idea, created an action plan and what’s known as an ‘elevator 
pitch,’ (and the elevator pitch will come in handy later), you would have sketched a 
character or characters that will go on this journey that you’ve moulded via the story 
structure you’ve sketched. You’ll have your scene by scenes down and you would 
have added to each scene (or chapter) by establishing your setting and adding 
dialogue. 

If you haven’t used this process, but you do have a draft of literature to work with, 
that’s fine. If you feel like there’s something missing and you need to backtrack a little, 
visit the Scribble Online course catalogue and take part in the other nanos first, but 
equally, you’re more than welcome to carry on with this one and visit the others a little 
later. There is no linear way of learning. This is your journey. Have it your way. 

CUT FOR SLIDE BREAK:A list of the preceding nano courses and a note to 
visit the Scribble Online course dashboard for a catalogue of other fab nano :) 

After you’ve participated in the reflexive practice bit, you can continue expanding your 
knowledge and creativity. Use the ‘Get Creative’ section to take what you’ve learned 
from the earlier stages and apply it to your second, third, fourth or even tenth draft. 
Subsequently, we’ll glide into the course wrap-up, where we’ll explore ways in which 
you can use your literature in other areas of your life, you’ll have an opportunity to 
learn more about Scribble Online including other nano courses, as well as other 
Scribble Ink programmes and services, and once that’s done, you’ll be able to collect 
your certificate.  

Before you dive in, take a few tips from lecture 3. 
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Lecture 3: Tips 
1) Take your time: I’ve met a lot of writers who do not like reading, and if 

you’re one of them, I have to break it to you; reading is an integral part of 
developing your creative, literacy and cognitive skills. Perhaps it’s not that 
you ‘hate’ reading as such, but you’re just not sure what genre or format 
does it for you. And that’s ok. In finding your voice and establishing why you 
like writing, you’ll also learn more about what you love reading, because as 
creatives, its good to write what we read, given the commitment we have to 
make to our work, and how much we have to champion it. But I digress! I 
refer you back to my point pre-waffle; take your time. It’s not a race. 
Download the resources and read over them more than once if you have to. 
Highlight and make notes. Different points apply to different people, so just 
make this section all about you; What do agree or disagree with? What are 
you inspired by? Etc?  

2) Seriously…take your time: Don’t just take your time with the resources, 
take your time with the editing and polishing. How much time is enough time 
is all completely relative. If you’re working towards a deadline, then I’d 
suggest scribbling a timetable, so you give yourself a generous and 
consistent routine to ensure you strike the balance between not rushing and 
good time management. Type or write your work neatly. We’re not racing 
here. Check your spelling and grammar. I’ll admit, its something I struggle 
with as a writer, but it does need doing, especially if your text will be given to 
an audience (whether that audience is your blog follower, manager or 
teacher) or if you’re working in a team. 

3) When it comes to getting creative, Find a comfortable place to work; 
your go to space for creativity; a library, your kitchen, a coffee shop or your 
broom cupboard…just make sure you have a torch in there, and perhaps a 
space to let oxygen in. 

4) Now this might be weird, but trust me it works, and it’s something we’ll be 
doing in other courses, because it really does help: close your eyes, take a 
deep breath in, hold for a second, and exhale. Repeat this a few times, 
and with every exhale, do what you can to clear your mind.  

5) Enjoy getting creative! Be honest and just have fun. 
6) We’ll explore other ways in which your answers can be useful a little later, but 

for now, let’s get thinking! 
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Section 2: Get Thinking 
Lecture 4: Reflect, Read and Quiz.1 
Reflexive Exercise: Answer the following questions honestly. Write them down as a 
list or as a mind map with doodles, or if you’d prefer, record yourself talking, play it 
back and then write. This is a personal development process, so do what’s both 
comfortable and productive, for you. 
- Journalism— who, what, where, when, why 
- Elevator pitch (est. the idea nano) 
- Goals for redraft; strengths and weaknesses of the first draft 
- 5 things you plan on polishing and by when 
- How do you edit best? i.e, I work best when I print my drafts, find a quiet space 

and read off the paper,scribbling notes as I go along, then making the re-edits 
on the screen, taking a break, repeating and before submission, reading to a 
friend to make any final changes.  

Lecture 5: Reflect, Read and Quiz.2 
Familiarise yourself with the information in the handbook and then stimulate your mind 
with a quiz! Take as much time as you need to read, and then when you’r ready, take 
the quiz. 

Section 3: Get Creative 
Lecture 6:  
Now it’s time to take what you’ve learned and apply it. You have a draft of work in 
front of you. Start editing and polishing. Take bits out that slow the story down; if it’s 
sounding repetitive, get to chopping, or use synonyms to season the text. Think about 
exposition—sometimes you say it best when you say nothing at all (I knew there was a 
reason for listening to cheesy boyband music). If you are unsure about removing 
something that might be valuable, you don’t have to throw it away. Archive it in your 
Evernotes, in a folder (a digital or hard copy), save it in your diary, write it down on a 
post-it note and stick it on your wall, whatever works. It may turn out that as your draft 
develops, you’ll be brave enough to chuck it. It might turn out that the extract you’ve 
removed did not belong in this story, but is valuable for the next one, who knows? If 
the text you’ve removed has been a part of this process in developing personally, 
creatively, academically and professionally, then it’s done its job. Make sure your text 
reads well. Read it out loud (that’s what I do).  

Take breaks (but not for too long). Step away from the work for an hour or a day 
(depends on what sort of time you have) and then come back to it with a ‘fresh pair of 
eyes.’ I find that often helps me too, but not as much as sharing with others. Read 
your work to friends and networks— those who you trust to give their honest opinion. 
They may not be experts in your field, but sometimes that’s an advantage. For 
instance, when I was writing the course materials for Scribble Online, I didn’t just ask 
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writers for their feedback, I asked students who hate writing, I asked cooks and 
labourers, the taxi driver and artists in other disciplines. I figured, if they could 
understand it, and even engage with it, I’d be potentially tapping into new audiences 
whilst keeping engaged and communicating clearly to those who love to write. And 
some of the feedback I received was gold-dust!  

Now would be a good time to tell you about the next nano in the catalogue— Sharing 
and Rehearsing: The Power of Feedback From Real Friends. I hope you’ll join me in 
that one too. 

So, I’m going to be quiet now, and I’ll let you get on with editing. You know how long 
you need, but if you’re really unsure of a time-frame, might I suggest you set your 
alarm to go off 30 minutes from now, then keep your clock away from you. Do not 
look at the time, you’ve taken care of your time management via the alarm. Get to 
redrafting, if the alarm goes off while you’re in the zone, set it to snooze or switch it off 
completely and then carry on. And when you’re ready, move onto the course wrap-
up. 

CUT FOR SLIDE BREAK: START WRITING… 

Section 4: Course Wrap-up 
Congratulations! Obviously, you’re here because you got through the editing and 
polishing process. Maybe you’ve only done one redraft, or maybe you’ve done ten; 
either way, you’ve achieved greatness, and I hope you’re proud of yourself, cos I’m 
proud of you. To find out how you can have your work accredited, or use it as part of 
an extended Scribble Ink programme, check out the Scribble Online Course 
Guidebook, the Assessment Criteria Handbook, or contact me. All info is in the 
resource section. 

In addition to participating in other programmes offered, make sure you create 
opportunities for yourself… 

Lecture 7: How to use your literature 
- Repeat this course as many times as you like. As I mentioned earlier, this 

method can be applied to all manner of literature, and the exercise can be done as 
many times as it needs to be done. 

- Use this exercise for other academic or personal development activities: 
Scribble Online courses are made to be adaptable. Therefore, you can use the 
exercises to help you develop your more creative literature, or as part of your 
everyday personal development, for academic purposes, to help you shape your 
portfolio, whether it be for your Arts Award or AQA accreditation, to help you with a 
project proposal or the early stages of planning, etc. The skills you’ve developed 
during the editing and polishing process will work wonders for your CV, job or 
college application. How you choose to use these skills, of course is completely up 
to you, I’d just encourage you to make the best of them. 
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- Collaborate with others: Don’t feel that you have to do this as an individual. This 
course might be useful as a group exercise. Take it with you to work, to your 
writers’ group, if you’re a workshop leader, if you’re a manger, educator, use this 
course as a team building exercise or as part of your production planning. If you are 
working on this as an individual, like I said earlier on, share your draft with those you 
trust to give you honest and constructive feedback. 

- Draft an action plan: Again, if you’ve done any of the preceding nanos then you’ll 
know what your action plan should entail, but for those who are new to Scribble, 
you might want to consider setting some goals. For instance, after you’ve received 
feedback, make a note of the improvements you need to action, think about how 
you’ll do that and give yourself a few deadlines. Add these deadlines to your 
calendar; put reminders in your phone. It might even be worth telling a friend or 
colleague you trust to give you a kick up the bum when needed. 

- Keep the work in reach:Take a picture of your notes. Keep it on your phone or 
somewhere you can access it. Scan it from time to time — it’s a great way to track 
your progress and a resource for expanding on or inspiring new ideas.  

- Finally: Enjoy the process. Make it fun, make it colourful, make it you. 

Lecture 8: How was it? 
How did you find this nano course? 
What would you change or do differently? 
What will you do with your draft of work? 
Feel free to share your feedback which will be considered for the next course.  And 
please, please get in touch if a great thing comes from this experience. i.e, your work 
gets published or performed, or just makes you happy. It’d be a joy to celebrate with 
you! 

Thank you for joining me today, and a huge congrats to you! Not only have you 
finished this nano, you’ve also completed one part of a Scribble Online training unit. To 
find out how you can have your work accredited, or use it as part of an extended 
Scribble Ink programme, check out the Scribble Online Course Guidebook, the 
Assessment Criteria Handbook, or contact me. All info is in the resource section and 
in any links I’ve pasted. Until we meet again, happy writing! 

Scribble Ink: The Writers’ Revelation Revolution. 

Fade out. 
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Additional resources: 
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