
The Scene By Scene Skeleton 
Section 1: Welcome 
	  
Lecture 1: Intro 
Hello! My name is Nadia, and I’ll be working with you today. This nano course is 
inspired by a successful Scribble Nation workshop; we’ll be establishing what a scene 
by scene is and asking why we should bother with one. After reading through an 
exemplary scene by scene for the short film ‘Alicia Olympia,’ you’ll take part in a pop 
quiz, followed by some creative writing exercises. Finally, the last section will support 
you during your moment of reflection. You’ll explore ways in which you can apply this 
scene by scene method to your own work, and just like the Scribble Nation students, 
you’ll soon be eager to draft one yourself. Your scene by scene will then become a 
skeleton for your poetry, prose or ‘literature other’. And at the end, in addition to 
receiving your certificate of completion, you’ll also be sign-posted to other useful 
widgets, such as links to other Scribble Online nanos, the Scribble Online course 
guidebook and information regarding how you can have your work AQA or Arts Award 
accredited, which is super useful if you’re hoping to add national qualifications, or 
even UCAS points to your belt. And you’ll also be given information regarding other 
programmes and services, including workshops, one-to-one consultations and 
webinars. 

CUT FOR SLIDE BREAK: What is a scene by scene and why bother with one? 
Scene by scenes enable you to create and edit simultaneously by allowing you to get 
a feel of what works and what doesn’t before writing up endless pages of potentially 
redundant details and dialogue. Think of it as a to-do list on steroids...or a healthier 
alternative, performance enhancing product. On a personal level, I consider scene by 
scenes an invaluable tool when creating. I have plans for audio books or stage and 
screenplays, and rather than being overwhelmed by my ideas, which often leads to 
my procrastinating or giving up altogether, I draft a scene by scene and commit myself 
to developing one scene a week until the first full draft is done. Or if I'm not able to 
work on something in the immediate future, then knowing my idea has been laid out in 
a scene by scene gives me peace of mind, because I know I can always pick up 
where I left off when the time is right. Scene by Scenes can be used to help develop 
many forms of literature. If you're working on a novel, a lengthy poem (might not be 
something you'd consider if you’re creating a haiku), or even a blog. You might be 
creating a series of short stories that you release over time, and the scene by scene 
will help you figure out your order, your schedule, where the acts officially start and 
end, how you'll lay out your episodes, etc. Scene by scenes are also magic if you’re 
writing with a team. It's a great tool for ensuring everyone knows the story inside out  
(or well enough) and it’s a great way to delegate writing in a way that play’s to 
individual strengths and ensures everyone gets a fair amount of work. 
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CUT FOR SLIDE BREAK:By the end of this course you will have… 
The aim of this course is to get you to build on your story structure by breaking your 
holistic idea down into detailed and manageable chunks. If you’ve not got your story 
structure pinned down just yet, you might want to check out the ‘Story Structure: 
Exploring the Famous Five’ nano, where we nosedive into the five fundamental 
elements of storytelling (character, plot, setting, theme, and writing style) among other 
things. It’s a really good kick-starter. So feel free to check out that one and then come 
back, or feel free to stick with this one and visit other nano later. There’s no linear way 
of learning. This is your journey, have it your way. If you are all nice and cosy here, 
then let’s move onto the next lecture, where I explain how it all works. 
  	  
Lecture 2: How it Works  
We’ll kick-start with the ‘Get Thinking’ segment; You’ll notice I’ve left a few goodies in 
the resources section. The first is an example of a scene by scene. It was used as a 
template for a short film script I created in 2012, when Scribble Ink was invited to be a 
part of a few community festivals and projects during the 2012 Olympics…hence the 
title. Have a read through it and then move onto the quiz. This quiz isn’t primarily 
designed to examine your memory. Rather, it’s designed to get you thinking about 
how you would rework this scene by scene to add to the quality of the story. Really 
familiarise yourself with how the scene by scene works -- the length of the text, the 
detail, how easy-to-read and engaging it is, who the target audience might be, the 
potential for adaptability, etc. Once you’ve completed a task outlined in the quiz, just 
click the ‘I'm done’ option and move on. Make notes, even if you have no intention of 
submitting them to me later, just get writing. It’s a great warm up for what comes next 
in the ‘Get Creative’ Section. This is where you’ll take what you’ve learned and create 
your own scene by scene. Don’t waste this opportunity. Use this time to develop a 
project you’re working on, or draft one completely from scratch. There's no generic 
way of building a scene by scene because everyone’s story will be different, but it 
might help if you take a moment to scribble a story outline, so notes about character, 
plot and setting just so you have a little starting point and the blank page or screen 
doesn’t seem so daunting. Remember, you can always add and alter your scene by 
scene as you continue to develop your idea. The following lecture provides you with a 
slide packed with questions designed to help you set some goals. As I mentioned 
earlier, a scene by scene is a great way to ensure you develop you work at a pace that 
suite you. Often, you’ll find you’re more likely to finish what you start if you have a 
sense of direction and you break things down into realistic, bite sized chunks. So 
these questions, are just to get you thinking about setting the goals and even 
delegating work if you're writing in a team.  
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Subsequently, we’ll glide into the course wrap-up, where we’ll explore ways in which 
you can use your literature in other areas of your life, you’ll have an opportunity to 
learn more about Scribble Online including other nano courses, as well as other 
Scribble Ink programmes and services, and once that’s done, you’ll be able to collect 
your certificate.  

Before you dive in, take a few tips from lecture 3. 

Lecture 3: Tips 
1) Take your time: Apologies if you’re not hearing this for the first time, but I 

cannot stress this enough. I’ve met a lot of writers who do not like reading, 
and if you’re one of them, I have to break it to you; reading is an integral part 
of developing your creative, literacy and cognitive skills. Perhaps it’s not that 
you ‘hate’ reading as such, but you’re just not sure what genre or format 
does it for you. And that’s ok. In finding your voice and establishing why you 
like writing, you’ll also learn more about what you love reading, because as 
creatives, its good to write what we read, given the commitment we have to 
make to our work, and how much we have to champion it. But I digress! I 
refer you back to my point pre-waffle; take your time. It’s not a race. 
Download the resources and read over them more than once if you have to. 
Highlight and make notes.  

2) When it comes to getting creative, Find a comfortable place to work; 
your go to space for creativity; a library, your kitchen, a coffee shop or if it's 
nice outside, take yourself to the park. Nature can be one of the most 
inspiring places to work. If you’ve got a laptop, tablet or smartphone, take 
me with you…I like the park. 

3) Now this might be weird, but trust me it works, and it’s something we’ll be 
doing in other courses, because it really does help: close your eyes, take a 
deep breath in, hold for a second, and exhale. Repeat this a few times, 
and with every exhale, do what you can to clear your mind.  

4) Enjoy getting creative! Be honest and just have fun. 
5) We’ll explore other ways in which your answers can be useful a little later, but 

for now, let’s get thinking! 
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Section 2: Get Thinking 
Lecture 4: Reflect, Read and Quiz 
Familiarise yourself with the information in the handbook. Take as much time as you 
need to read, and then when you’r ready, take the quiz. 
QUIZ QUESTIONS 

Section 3: Get Creative 
Lecture 6:  
And now it’s time for you to make your own scene by scene. Think about your story 
idea, your story structure and your characters. Scribble your beginning, middle and 
end, your midpoints, your 7 story moments, the inciting incident,climax and resolution. 
If you haven’t thought about these things, or need help getting started, then I’d 
suggest you use the ‘Story Structure: Exploring the Famous Five’ nano for guidance. 
once you’ve got a half decent story outline sketched out, develop a scene by scene 
using the method we practiced together earlier via the Alicia Olympia story.  

CUT FOR SLIDE BREAK: Get to writing! 

• Ok, pens down, your time (at least for this nano) is up. Congratulations! Not only 
have you finished this race, you’ve also completed one part of a Scribble Online 
training module. To find out how you can have your work accredited, or use it as 
part of an extended Scribble Ink programme, check out the Scribble Online Course 
Guidebook, the Assessment Criteria Handbook, or contact me. All info is in the 
resource section and in any links I’ve pasted. 

In addition to participating in other programmes offer, make sure you create 
opportunities for yourself… 
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Section 4: Course Wrap-up 
Lecture 7: How to use your literature 

- Repeat this course as many times as you like. You know what you need the 
scene by scene for, and now you’re connected to the method, make it work for 
future projects, as well as the project you’re working on right now. It might even be 
worth archiving all your notes so you can see how you’ve evolved as a writer, and 
generally as a person. 

- Use this exercise for other academic or personal development activities: 
Scribble Online courses are made to be adaptable. Therefore, you can use the 
exercises to help you develop your more creative literature, or as part of your 
everyday personal development, for academic purposes, to help you shape your 
portfolio, whether it be for your Arts Award or AQA accreditation, to help you with a 
project proposal or the early stages of planning, etc.  

- Collaborate with others: Don’t feel that you have to do this as an individual. This 
course might be useful for a group exercise. Take it with you to work, to your 
writers’ group, if you’re a workshop leader, if you’re a manger, educator, use this 
course as a team building exercise or as part of your production planning. If you are 
working on this as an individual, share your ideas with those you trust to give you 
honest and constructive feedback. And as I mentioned earlier, use the scene by 
scene method to delegate work if you’re in a team. 

- Make your scene by scene your action plan: Again, if you’ve done any of the 
preceding nanos then you’ll know what your action plan should entail, but for those 
who are new to Scribble, you might want to consider using your scene by scene as 
a launch pad for setting some goals. For instance, you’re writing a screenplay, and 
you’ve got your scene by scenes sorted. Decide how many scenes you’ll work on a 
day, or a week. If you prefer working by the hour, then it might be worth promising 
yourself that you’l switch everything off from 7-8pm and won’t leave your desk until 
your alarm clock tells you that hour is up. I know people who’ve had great success 
with this method. In fact, once the alarm has gone off, they snooze it, because  
racing agains the clock has got them in the zone. 

- Continue Growing: As I mentioned earlier, you might be writing a lengthier drama, 
so breaking down the idea into acts, and then developing a scene by scene for one 
act a day, or for one episode a day, or for one chapter of your novel a day, etc, will 
allow for the chances of a smooth, manageable continuum. 

- Keep the work in reach:Take a picture of your notes. Keep it on your phone or 
somewhere you can access it. Scan it from time to time — its a great way to track 
your progress and a resource for expanding on or inspiring new ideas. If you’ve set 
some goals, add them to your calendar; put reminders in your phone, share your 
goals with a friend or colleague you trust to give you a kick up the bum when 
needed. 

- Finally: Enjoy the process. Make it fun, make it colourful, make it you. 
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Lecture 8: How was it? 
How did you find this nano course? 
What would you change or do differently? 
What will you do with your draft of work? 
Feel free to share your feedback which will be considered for the next course.  And 
please, please get in touch if a great thing comes from this experience. i.e, your work 
gets published or performed, or just makes you happy. It’d be a joy to celebrate with 
you! 

Thank you for joining me today, and a huge congrats to you! Not only have you 
finished this nano, you’ve also completed one part of a Scribble Online training unit. To 
find out how you can have your work accredited, or use it as part of an extended 
Scribble Ink programme, check out the Scribble Online Course Guidebook, the 
Assessment Criteria Handbook, or contact me. All info is in the resource section and 
in any links I’ve pasted. Until we meet again, happy writing! 

Scribble Ink: The Writers’ Revelation Revolution. 

Fade out. 
   

Additional resources: 
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