
Next Steps: Follow-up Support for Writers 
Section 1: Welcome 
	  
Lecture 1: Intro 
Hey friends! I’m Nadia, and I’ll be working with you on this creative writing course. 

So if you’re here, it’s likely because you’re a published author. A professional writer. 
One who makes dreams a reality. You may have started your journey with a blank 
page, and with a little nudge from other Scribble Online nano courses and other 
Scribble Ink programmes, support from family, friends and other networks, you’ve 
recognised your purpose as a writer, built a portfolio of work that documents your 
creative ambitions, the process of developing your characters, story structure, 
dialogue, editing, polishing, research, sharing, rehearsing and networking, and you 
have a final piece of literature—a blog series, a blog series, a webcast, a finished 
script, essay, a novel, a poem or collection of poems or a complete draft of your 
‘literature-other’. You’ve achieved so much! Let that sink in for a moment. Now what 
do you do? How do you make the most of what you’ve experienced? What 
transferable life-skills have you developed? 

Use this nano as a guide during your moments of reflection; be excited by the 
prospect of next steps; explore ways in which you can use this work to help you in 
higher education and employability, and find out how you can promote your work with 
the help of other Scribble Online nanos, and other Scribble Ink programmes and 
services.  

There’s a fair bit of research and action to be taken after you’ve created your literature 
and even had it published. Developing professionally, creatively, academically and 
personally is an on-going process, but remember, you’re not alone in this. I’ve left 
some resources for you in a handbook. It has extracts, and links jam packed with 
hints and tips. I’d suggest reading through it chronologically to begin with and as you 
develop new projects, or embark on a new chapter in life, go back to the sections in 
the toolkit that are relevant to you. While on this course, make notes, pin and highlight 
as you go along, keep the handbook open as you plough through the quizzes and 
exercises. 

And at the end, in addition to receiving your certificate of completion, you’ll also be 
sign-posted to other useful widgets, such as links to other Scribble Online nanos, the 
Scribble Online course guidebook and information regarding how you can have your 
work AQA or Arts Award accredited, which is super useful if you’re hoping to add 
national qualifications, or even UCAS points to your belt. And you’ll also be given 
information regarding other programmes and services, including workshops, one-to-
one consultations and webinars. 

CUT FOR SLIDE BREAK 
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Lecture 2: How it Works  
Put simply, we’re gonna do a bit of thinking, a bit of creating and then a bit of 
reflecting and application. The ‘Get Thinking’ section has lectures on evaluation, 
planning and future directions, tips on developing your CV, portfolio, literature and 
online presence as well as pointers on being proactive, after all, what’s the point of 
creating such great work and not letting the world know about it? You’ll also come 
across a few quizzes. Don’t worry! They do not exist as weapons of interrogation. 
Rather, they are designed to get you thinking, reflecting and to ensure you’ve 
absorbed the information in the handbook. 

Taking the information you’ve learned in the ‘Get Thinking’ section, you’ll start 
moulding it to shape your needs via the ‘Get Creative’ section. Now if you’ve joined 
any of my other courses or writing programmes, you know I love an action plan and I 
am a strategy fan. Some may argue it’s because of the geek in me, which I take no 
offence to at all because I’m unashamed of my geekiness, but, I also am aware of the 
weaknesses many of us creatives and independent learners share. 

We’re very good at getting excited by ideas, but we often struggle with following 
through with them. Apologies if I’ve struck a nerve, but if I have, I imagine it’s because 
there is some truth to that. How many of us have courses in our baskets we’ve yet to 
buy even though we promised we would? (raise a hand) How many of us have bought 
the course, and that’s all we’ve done? (raise a hand). How many of us drafted an idea 
for a story, but never actually brought it to life? How many of us plan to publish 
tomorrow, and deep down know that we said that yesterday? How many of us 
struggle with coming to terms with the fact that we missed out on an opportunity, not 
because we were not capable, but purely because we left it all to the last minute, 
became overwhelmed with the task ahead or just couldn't be bothered? 

It’s ok, we’ve all been there, and a core reason for that is often because we do not set 
manageable, realistic milestones that will help us reach ambitions at a pace that is 
realistic and allows for us to enjoy the process. We become overwhelmed, and 
disorganised, and soon find it easier to bury our heads in the sand or distract 
ourselves with excuses or another idea, that is doomed to the same fate. 

This is why I love an action plan. You’ll be using this course to create your own. The 
methods and resources provided (namely in the handbook) will give you the necessary 
nudge to set some personal, professional and academic milestones, such as drafting 
a CV and cover letter, a mini-biog for an online profile, a short essay about your 
literature and the process of making it, a strategy for networking, and moving forward, 
etc. Also be sure to look out for opportunities to promote your work for free on 
Scribble Ink’s main website and other social sites. 

Once you’ve drafted your action plan, and if you’re zealous enough, once you’ve 
brought your plans into fruition, we’ll meet in the course wrap-up section, where we’ll 
have a final brainstorm re how you can use the literature and plans you’ve created on 
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a day-to-day basis. Finally, I’ll let you know where you can find more helpful tools, and 
then I shall bid thee farewell…for now, I hope you’ll continue to be a part of,’The 
Writers’ Revelation Revolution’ in future? 

So now we know what to do, let’s get to it! 

Section 2: Get Thinking 
The following lectures are very much quiz-based. Each one is centred around 
information provided in the handbook, As I mentioned earlier, these quizzes are 
here to get you thinking and reflecting on the handbook’s content. I can’t look over 
your shoulder as you do this. I am now trapped in time; thanks to the powers of 
technology, my digital spirit is stuck in your phone, tablet, laptop or PC. So if you 
do cheat, you’re not really winning. Try and answer the questions honestly; from 
memory.  
Lecture 4: Reflection, Evaluation and Planning Future Directions 
Lecture 5: Your CV, Portfolio, Literature and Online presence   
Lecture 6: Go Forth and Conquer: Be proactive  

Section 3: Get Creative 
Lecture 7:Turn your answers into something great 
Hopefully you’re buzzing with ideas now that you’ve done a bit of reading, reflecting 
and quizzing, and now it’s time to apply your knowledge. To make the most of this 
experience, I’d suggest using the resources with tips and templates and your new-
found knowledge to create the following: 
- An evaluation essay of 500 words or more (see the assessment toolkit in the 

resources section if you;re interested in an AQA or Arts Award accreditation) 
- A CV 
- A profile blurb for your online presence 
- A transferable life-skills mind map (as seen in the handbook) 
- An action plan for next steps 
- I won’t spoon feed you through this. If you’ve come this far and achieved so much 

then you already have what it takes to think independently and to know what 
applies to your life and how. Create all of the above, or some of the above, or if 
you’re inspired to go in a slightly different direction, develop something completely 
of your own volition. It really is up to you how you do it, just make sure you do it. If 
you work better against the clock, then as I’ve advised on other courses, you might 
want to consider setting your alarm to go off 30 minutes from now. Once you’ve set 
it, keep the clock away from you, so you don’t have any distractions. If the alarm 
goes off while you’re in the zone, set it to snooze or switch it off. Once you’ve 
completed it, stick your strategy somewhere you’ll see it often—on your 
noticeboard, your bedroom door, in your journal, on your phone, laptop or tablet, 
above the toilet (that’s more common than you think). The more you familiarise 
yourself with your plans, the harder it is to avoid them. Combat procrastination and 
make your idea a reality.  
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I’ve got a few more tips to share with you, but for now, I think you’ve got enough info 
to help you ‘Get Creative.’ Good luck!  
CUT FOR SLIDE BREAK: Create your CV, profile blurb, mind-map and action 

plan, and then move onto the course wrap-up 

Section 4: Course Wrap-up 
Lecture 8: How to use your literature 
- Repeat this course as many times as you like. I’d suggest revisiting either 

every 3 months, at the start of a new project, or when you’re getting ready to 
update any profiles or your CV. It might even be worth archiving all your notes so 
you can see how you’ve evolved as a writer, and generally as a person. 

- Keep the work in reach: I touched on this earlier. Take a picture of your notes. 
Keep it on your phone or somewhere you can access it. Scan it from time to time 
— its a great way to track your progress and is a source or inspiration, especially 
when you need reassurance  or a confidence boost. If you’ve set some goals, add 
them to your calendar; put reminders in your phone, share your goals with a friend 
or colleague you trust to give you a kick up the bum when needed. 

- Use this exercise for other academic or personal development activities: As 
I mentioned earlier, this course is pretty flexible. Therefore, you can use the 
exercises to help you develop your more creative literature, or as part of your 
everyday personal development, for academic purposes, as an addition to your 
portfolio, whether it be for your Arts Award, content for your site, to help you with a 
project evaluation, etc.  

- Collaborate with others: Don’t feel that you have to do this as an individual. This 
course might be useful for a group exercise. Take it with you to work, to your 
writers’ group, if you’re a workshop leader, if you’re a manger, educator, use this 
course as a team building exercise or group evaluation session. 
- Network: Get yourself a website, and a business card. Don't be embarrassed 

about your skill-set and your amazing gift as a writer. Upload your CV to online 
recruitment sites, go to small businesses and hand in hard copies; ask for work 
experience or if they can keep your CV on record in the event that something 
comes up. Set up a linked-in account and use it often. Add at least 5 people to 
your network each day. Send them personal thank you messages if they accept 
you. Ask them what they do and if there’s potential to work with or for them; ask 
if they have any job vacancies or work experience going— if they do, that’s great, 
and if they don’t it’s not the end of the world. Either way, ask if you can send 
them your CV, ask if they can advise you on how to boost your chances of 
employment; ask if they can keep your CV on record so if anything comes up 
they can consider you. But make sure you also keep the conversation going. 
Every now and then, let them know what you’re up to and how you’ve 
progressed, and thank them for being a part of your journey. It’s always good to 
have the right people on side. Attend networking events. Look out for writing 
programmes and relevant meet-ups in your area; introduce yourself to other 
creatives, maybe even literary agents and publishing houses — whether indie-
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publishing or other. Yes, promoting yourself online is a great step, but nothing 
beats word of mouth. Make friendships, learn from others and let them learn from 
you. This experience will boost your confidence, help you to mature as a writer 
and as a ‘you’ (it did for me), and you never know who you might meet. 
Freelance: While you’re building your networks, looking for work, establishing 
yourself as a creative or still trying to figure out what you want to do, there’s no 
harm in setting up as a freelancer. Now on many occasion, when I drop this idea, 
my students freak out a little. I hear the gasps and see a bit of fear in their eyes. 
They take on an unnecessary burden by overthinking the term ‘freelancing’. Now, 
you don’t have to be a major conglomerate or leading businessman or woman to 
start. Trust me, I wasn’t and I still have a long way to go. But the beauty of 
freelancing is that you can make it what you want! You can set your hours, your 
prices (if you want to charge). Articulating your freelance services is a great way 
to establish what you want in a job and what you can offer. Freelancing might be 
something you consider in-between jobs, alongside jobs or even as a full-time 
pursuit. The job market is changing, especially in creative industries, where 
freelancers are often called upon, as opposed to hiring people permanently. There 
are so many angles you can take with freelancing, but I’d advise you to start slow. 
Don’t over-promise and under-deliver. Once you’ve established who you are and 
what you do, and you’ve communicated it via your biog, make a list of services 
you’re prepared to offer. If you just want experience and wish to build a client 
base first, don’t worry about pricing just yet. Think of reciprocals, gathering 
testimonials and enhancing your skills. The more you work at it, the more you’ll 
grow and the more opportunities will follow. Yes, it takes patience, and 
determination, and thats where a combo of action planning and networking 
comes in. I personally find the freelancing world fascinating! I didn’t have to wait 
for a large conglomerate to tell me what my occupation was. I reflected on my 
experiences and the qualifications I’ve accumulated over the years. I thought 
about what I was good at, not so good at and what I could offer the world, and 
all this soon led to exciting times: I’m Nadia, writer, story consultant and founder 
of Scribble Ink. This was not given to me, I took it, via the powers of freelancing. If 
it can happen for me, why can’t it happen for you?  

If you are thinking of freelancing, take a moment to consider the following by 
completing these sentences: 
My name is____ I am a writer and/or (whatever else you consider yourself goes 
here)___ specialising in____ I’ve written a, or developed a (name literature here)/or 
participated in (name the project here). I am skilled in ____ qualified in (and feel free to 
list your qualifications, training and Scribble Online course completion certificates here) 
and I can offer (list services here) to those who (list your target demographic here. 
Think about the problems you’re solving for them). Congrats, you’re one step closer to 
the world of freelancing! You will need to do a bit more than this, obviously, but as you 
can see, it is possible. 
- Treat yourself: With every goal achieved, any time you update your CV or profile, 

give yourself a reward— a night out, a night in, something of pure indulgence. This 
experience is to be enjoyed first and foremost. 
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- Embrace failure: We live in a world where failure is a dirty word. It’s something we 
need to evolve from, big time! Failure is the best way to learn. If you realise you’re 
not keeping up with the goals you’ve set in your action plan, then take time to think 
about why that might be, and what you can do to improve the situation.  

- Finally: Enjoy the process. Make it fun, make it colourful, make it you. 

	  
Lecture 9: How was it? 
How did you find this nano course? 
What would you change or do differently? 
What will you do with your draft of work? 
Feel free to share your feedback which will be considered for the next course.  And 
please, please get in touch if a great thing comes from this experience. i.e, your work 
gets published or performed, or just makes you happy. It’d be a joy to celebrate with 
you! 

Thank you for join gin me today, and congratulations! Not only have you finished this 
nano, you’ve also completed one part of a Scribble Online training unit. To find out 
how you can have your work accredited, or use it as part of an extended Scribble Ink 
programme, check out the Scribble Online Course Guidebook, the Assessment 
Criteria Handbook, or contact me. All info is in the resource section and in any links 
I’ve pasted. 

Scribble Ink: The Writers’ Revelation Revolution. 

Fade out. 
   

Additional resources: 
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